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STUDENTS APPLAUD NDP BILL TO PROTECT STUDENTS 

Fredericton, NB – The New Brunswick Student Alliance is commending the efforts of the 
New Brunswick New Democratic Party (NDP) to protect students during labour 
negotiations by advancing a bill that would legislate tuition and residence rebates and 
debt forgiveness when students are affected by job action on their campus.   

“While students are the group most adversely affected by job action on a university 
campus, they currently have nothing protecting their right to receive the education they 
pay for,” said Pat Joyce, NBSA Executive Director. “This bill provides students assurance 
that both their dollars and their education will be protected as much as possible during 
labour negotiations.”  

Collective bargaining has been ongoing at each of New Brunswick’s university campuses, 
with the Association of University of New Brunswick Teachers (AUNBT) on legal strike 
since January 13th and the Mount Allison Faculty Association setting a strike deadline for 
January 27th. At UNB, students have already begun to see the negative effects of job 
action.  

“Students are frustrated not only about their tuition dollars going to waste, but about 
the potential impact on their ability to complete their semester and, in some cases, 
graduate and begin their careers,” said Ben Whitney, UNB Student Union President. “All 
we can do at this point is hope for a resolution, but it’s disappointing that students have 
no guarantees despite being the ones paying tuition.” 

The New Brunswick Student Alliance encourages all parties to support this measure to 
protect New Brunswick’s post-secondary students.  

The New Brunswick Student Alliance (NBSA) is the largest student association in New 
Brunswick, representing over 13,000 students across the province.  

For further information or to request an interview, please contact the New Brunswick 
Student Alliance by e-mail at director@nbsa-aenb.ca or by telephone at (506) 260-0584. 
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