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STU TUITION INCREASE SIGN OF A LARGER PROBLEM 

Fredericton, NB – While students recognize the unique five-year tuition schedule signed 
between St. Thomas University (STU) and the provincial government in October 2013, they are 
no less disappointed by the recent decision to raise tuition for 2015-16.  

Though STU’s tuition remains the lowest in the province, the increase is a sign of a larger 
problem.  

“New Brunswick’s public universities require significant resources in order to provide a high-
quality education to their students,” said Lindsay Handren, NBSA Executive Director. “The need 
for St. Thomas University to raise tuition reflects this reality, and signals that university 
operating grants are falling short.”  

New Brunswick currently ranks eighth out of the ten Canadian provinces in terms of public 
funding to universities. In sharp contrast, the province is ranked fourth in terms of the 
percentage of university revenue generated from student fees at 24.9%, and has the fourth 
highest average tuition in the nation at $6,324.  

The 2015-16 provincial budget froze public contributions to universities. Without an increase in 
government grants, universities will ultimately be forced to raise tuition in order to cover 
operating costs.  

“Given St. Thomas University’s fiscal situation and mandate to provide high-quality education, 
we acknowledge that it had to increase tuition,” said Megan Thomson, STU Students’ Union 
President. “But having students shoulder the rising costs of post- secondary education on their 
own is not sustainable. In order to ensure the long-term viability of New Brunswick’s public 
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universities while keeping post-secondary education accessible and affordable, government 
needs to play its part in supporting universities by way of increased operating grants.”  
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