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GOVERNMENT ANNOUNCES MAJOR FUNDING FOR CHILDCARE SERVICES  

Fredericton, NB – In an announcement made yesterday in Saint John, Premier Brian 
Gallant unveiled a new funding model and implementation strategy aimed at providing 
free daycare services for low income New Brunswick families. Under this new program, 
families with a gross annual income below $37,500 will now be eligible for free childcare 
services for all children 5 years old and younger. In order to apply, both parents must be 
employed or attending some form of educational institution. The program is set to launch 
in early 2019. 

This announcement comes as part of a series of funding and program releases intended 
to create a new framework for early childcare education in the province, financed by a 
$71 million bilateral investment deal and supported by further provincial investments. 
Other announcement have included a wage increase for all early childhood educators, 
the development of a provincially-maintained childcare registry, and the creation of a 
one-time Quality Improvement Grant for existing childcare services. 

During the release, the Premier stated that the goal of these announcements was to 
address the worsening problem of intergenerational poverty in the province. By providing 
targeted support for low income families, the government hopes that more parents with 
young children will be able to return to work or school sooner now that the burden of 
finding and financing childcare services are covered. 

The Premier was quick to liken the impact of this program to that of the Free Tuition 
Program/ Tuition Relief for the Middle Class policy suite. Much like those programs, which 
offer targeted tuition subsidies for students in low and middle income families, these new 
childcare services are intended to eliminate the undue costs of establishing a family in 
the province. “We believe that programs such as this have the potential to be 
tremendously positive for New Brunswick students, especially single parents who are in-
study”, said Sara Camus, NBSA Chair. “The NBSA firmly believes that any capable student 
should have the ability to attend university in this province, including those with young 
children.” 
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Additionally, it is estimated that roughly one third of all Free Tuition Program recipients 
claimed a dependent in the 2017-2018 academic year. “It is clear to us that the impacts 
of this funding has the potential to be hugely beneficial to our postsecondary students”, 
added NBSA Acting Executive Director, Samuel Titus.  

One area that continues to be of concern is the eligibility requirements of the program. 
Families with parents who are either unemployed or collecting EI are not eligible, which 
seems to limit the program’s potential impact. Furthermore, much like the predecessor to 
the Free Tuition Program, the Tuition Access Bursary, there is a hard cut-off point for family 
income. While the Premier stated that a program is being developed to support middle 
class families, the absence of a “sliding scale” on launch is disappointing. Overall, 
however, the NBSA is encouraged by the announcement and looks forward to working 
with its partners to ensure its efficacy moving forward. 
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