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Building upon the success of the previous “Get Out The Vote” campaigns, the 

New Brunswick Student Alliance has developed an active plan to ensure student 

engagement in the electoral process in the upcoming election, with support from 

Elections NB. Each university student association has been given the funding to 

hire student election ambassadors who will work tirelessly in the weeks alongside 

volunteers and the student association executives to ensure that students know 

how, when, where, and why to vote. With almost 19,000 postsecondary students in 

New Brunswick it is incredibly important that those who are eligible to vote, have 

their voice heard this fall. 

 

As with every election there is a great deal at stake. New Brunswick is facing 

slowing economic growth, an aging population, and a growing provincial deficit. 

In the upcoming campaign, each party will be putting forward their vision for a 

better New Brunswick. However, postsecondary students in New Brunswick firmly 

believe that these visions for an improved province need to share a common 

goal of achieving accessible, affordable and high-quality education, which 

provides an exceptional quality of life. The New Brunswick Student Alliance firmly 

believes that each party should have a focus on postsecondary education in 

their vision for the future of New Brunswick. As the future of New Brunswick, 

students expect their future government to address the existing barriers of 

 achieving a postsecondary education, to listen closely to the concerns of the 

individuals who make up the postsecondary fabric, and to understand the 

diversity of voices present within our sector. As students head to the polls this fall, 

they expect their future government, whichever party it may be, to understand 

what matters to them and work in partnership with them to enact these necessary 

changes. It is with these expectations, that our Alliance presents our vision for an 

improved postsecondary education sector, and a better New Brunswick.  
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Provide $225,000 in funding for a suite of evidence-driven, technology based 

intervention programs that would together improve four different areas known to 

impact student mental health outcomes, such as the following: Mental health 

literacy, peer support, professional counselling, and service delivery using e- 

mental health technologies. 

Continue to invest in the Free Tuition Program and Tuition Relief for the Middle 

Class and remove the barrier of credit checks which may impact student’s ability 

to access these programs and other financial aid.

Provide support to students who have completed their degree and are entering 

the workforce through interest free provincial student loans.

Adopt legislation requiring stand-alone sexual violence policies at postsecondary 

institutions which includes built-in metrics to guarantee the clarity of the reporting 

structures and best practices for combating the sexual violence on 

postsecondary campuses. 

Fund the expansion of specific, trauma-informed  support services for survivors of 

sexual violence on-campus.  

Support international students attending postsecondary institutions in the province 

through subsidizing the cost of New Brunswick photo identification cards. 

Ensure that parental and spousal contributions shall remain eliminated from the 

assessment of assets when receiving student financial assistance. 
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To ensure the future prosperity of the postsecondary sector in New 

Brunswick the next provincial government should: 



"POST-SECONDARY EDUCATION IS ONE 

OF THE SMARTEST INVESTMENTS A 

PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT CAN MAKE."

Continue to invest in experiential learning opportunities for postsecondary 

students through the Student Experiential Learning Fund and other recently 

introduced programming which allows for students to gain valuable experience 

outside the classroom during their studies. 

Create a “Reconciliation through Postsecondary Education” fund to support 

reconciliation programming at postsecondary institutions across the province. 

Ensure that students have access to a stable tuition schedule over the course of 

their degree through the continued support of the signed Memorandums of 

Understanding (MOUs) between all publicly funded universities and the 

government. 

Continue to provide employment opportunities for students in high school and 

university, regardless of country of origin, through the Student Employment 

Experience Development (SEED) summer jobs program. 

Eliminate the “Timely Completion Benefit” and repurpose those funds into the 

establishment of a “New Brunswick Debt Relief Program” which will cap the 

provincial loan limit at $22,000, the Canadian average, and will be eligible to 

students who complete their studies in the allotted time for their program plus 

one additional year. All eligible graduates should be automatically enrolled into 

this program upon graduation.  

Establish a provincial open-educational resource pilot project to minimize the 

cost of textbooks and other course materials for postsecondary students. 

Develop a government fund for accessibility projects on postsecondary 

campuses and work with postsecondary institutions to develop multi-year action 

plans which will set out timelines for fully accessible campuses for all students.  
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The NBSA firmly believes postsecondary education is one of the best  investments a 

provincial government can make to ensure the success and improvement of our 

province. We believe our above recommendations represent clear and achievable 

goals, which work towards building to a postsecondary education system that 

drives New Brunswick’s economy, helps create jobs and prosperity in the province, 

and allows students to be a pivotal part of New Brunswick’s success now, and well 

into the future. 


